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LAUREN'S TR GN JUDEE [T

- On Sunday [13th July] I went with my Mummy, Daddy and my sister Eleanor to
see Andy and Paulene on their boat. We went on their boat to the Thames Motor
Yacht Club. | steered the boat. We had to stay a little bit to the right. We went
§ through a lock and we saw some houses on the way. We saw some Canada
geese, some swans and some ducks too. When we got to the club, Paulene and
Daddy put some rope on someone else’s boat that they knew and they very kindly
let us climb across their boat. One of the boats looked like my Mummy’s boat
when she was little. For lunch | had some carrots, egg, potato, coleslaw, and
some salad. For my pudding | had some chocolate cake. After we had finished
) e we went for a walk up to Hampton Court Palace. We went to see the amazing
gardens and then we went to see the big waterfall. | ran all the way around. Eleanor ran round with me. The grown-
ups walked around the big waterfall. Whilst the grown-ups were walking around the waterfall they stopped and then
we turned to see the lake. Andy gave me a piggy-back. Daddy gave Eleanor a piggy-back. Then we walked back to
the boat and we set off back to Teddington. We saw the houses, the Canada geese, the swans and the ducks too.
We went back through the lock and parked the boat. We met some more of Andy and Paulene’s friends. We very
kindly let them on Andy and Paulene’s boat. They brought some champagne with them. We couldn’t stay for some
champagne because we had to get home to Nutbourne which is a long way away from London. | had a little sleep in
the car and finally we got home. | had a lovely day on Andy and Paulene’s boat.
The end.

By Lauren Gorton Aged 7 (My cousin’s eldest — ED)
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(aka the murky mind of a 10 year old - ED)

Saturday

The whole boating club is due to meet this morning
and | don’t know anyone and the madnutters as | will
now call Aunty and Uncle, will be so busy socializing
and drinking (tea of course - ED) they are bound to
forget to introduce me.

Saturday Teatime

Off to a pub (what a surprise) next to a river or is it a
canal, well some water somewhere. Must remind
myself to hold onto The Madnutters otherwise one of
them is bound to fall in the water. This was the BIG
TEAM BRIEFING - yawn, yawn. Good job | have my
Nintendo with me. For once the madnutters
remembered that | needed to eat so | got to pick what |
liked from the menu. Wow this is cool - no veg ha ha
ha. Only problem was | was nearly asleep before the
food arrived.

Back to the boat. The madnutters are supporting each
other swaying down the path to the boat (libel!! - ED).
What shall we watch - my hopes are raised - Doctor
Who - cool & trendy and even grown men like it. No -
horror the grown ups put on Eurovision - someone get
me earplugs. If this is grown up taste in TV, | am
staying a child like Peter Pan - forever. Bedtime
comes as a relief.

Sunday

Oh my smelly boxer shorts | am woken up by a strange
throbbing noise below me. Coooool we are on the
move. Madnutter uncle driving the boat - hope we
don’t end up in West India Dock rather than docked
alongside - you never know with the uncle.

All safely docked hoping to get a look in Game as
Aunty mentioned the ‘S’ word (Shopping).

Sunday Evening
Well that’s it | am never having a girlfriend. Madhatter
Aunty’s idea of shopping is girl stuff at Monsoon- yawn,



yawn, yawn. How does Madhogger Uncle do this. Yo
girls are soooo not worth the trouble.

Monday

| am starving as food is in short supply. Starting to
imagine | am shipwrecked with no food supplies. Now
I know grown ups are selfish as a rule but normally
even my mum remembers to feed me (I turn into a
monster if not fed). The madnutters although not good
food providers do have OK taste in films so we are off
to see The Man - Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of
The Crystal Skull, cooooooooool.

| am back on the boat and lucky not to be in police
custody. After the film, having a chill time with the
Madnutters in Nando’s (Nantando’s according to my
Mum). Then the fire alarm went off (I think Uncle was
smoking in the loo, but that's between you and me) so
we had to be evacuated. When we got back to Nandos
the food had gone cold so we had to order it again for
free - jammy!

Tuesday

Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhh, got woken up by the engines
again. This time we are off to Rochester that's what
madhogger uncle said.

| tried to stay in bed all day as the madnutters were
going to clean the boat and bed was the only hiding
place. Got caught and had to help. | think when you
buy a boat someone to clean it should be inclusive in
the price. By the way madnutters that someone is not
me - that is child labour and | will be making a full
report to the NSPCC when | get home.

Wednesday

Madhogger's birthday. Madhogger wanted to
celebrate his birthday. | don't get grown ups. Uncle’'s
like really old and yet he wants to celebrate. Weird.

Wednesday Evening

Had to dress up smart because we were going to the
Rochester Cruising Club for dinner. The food was way
cool - | had chips. Then came one of the most

embarrassing moments of my life. (one of many to come —
ED)

If legal | would have taken up drinking alcohol. First
madhogger suddenly thinks he can sing (and | have
known Uncle my entire 10 years and | know singing is
not his forte).

My ears are still ringing and | am really worried | may
have gone deaf. Secondly the madnutters get on the
dance floor and think they are John Travolta and Olivia
Newton-John. Bed could not come soon enough.

Thursday

Wake up feeling light headed due to lack of food. The
madnutters are not used to kids and food is not on
their list of must haves. Scrounge some breakfast and
we are on the move to Limehouse. Madhogger takes
me to the science museum - boring. Madhogger wants
to improve my brain but | want to improve my gaming
scores on my Nintendo DS. Try and stay quiet and
look intelligent- it fooled madhogger anyway.

Friday

On the move again to St Katherine’'s Dock. Hard to
believe but there was a bit of a traffic jam (i.e. three
hours) to get into St Kat's. Again starting to feel faint
as food is in short supply. Eventually the madnutters
decide it's food time and we go for Brunch. Really
excited until Aunty makes me eat salad (another grown
up hang up).

Evening now and off for an Indian. Go from starvation
to overfeeding.

Saturday
Home Sweet Home

PS
Love you really Aunty & Uncle but boy are you weird.

Arun Gandhi (aged 10)
Judge IT

Bray Lose in Close Contest at Games Evening!

Some people may say that Bray lost badly and suffered a lot of misery but that is far from the truth. Bray put up a huge
fight against Windsor. Windsor had double the amount of people that Bray had - 10 people from Bray against 20 from
Windsor and they’d probably been practicing for days before the event.

Barry and Sandra Oliver made a stand against a strong darts team from Windsor but in the end it they lost because

Windsor got better over time as the game developed.



After the chicken ‘n’ chips/burger ‘n’ chips supper was over Windsor started to wreck havoc on all who played coin
toss and pool. Something in the dinner had obviously made Windsor good at coin toss because after that no one else
won it. Bray also suffered defeat after defeat in pool with only a couple of wins.

It also seemed that after the bar opened people wanted to play pool and
darts instead of ring toss, skittles, and coin toss.

Given the number of people Windsor had they won again and again at
pool, darts, coin toss, ring toss, and skittles. It looked like a massacre
but then the tide turned against Windsor briefly as Bray made valiant
attempts at a come back - a little too late to be of avail. In the end we
only lost 26-39.

In all seriousness everyone had a good time. As I've heard, in the past
Windsor has won the games evening a good few times!! However the

— tide will soon turn. If Bray has more people next time we will win. With
luck, in the future, as both the Bray and Windsor clubs grow bigger, it will become an even closer tie between the two
clubs at the Games Evening.

My thanks to the commodore of Bray Cruiser Club and the Vice Commodore for letting me write about these events. In
the future Bray will win and we all know it!!

Nick Gray (aged 13)
Kyrania

** PRODUCT RECALL ***

Mailspeed Charter Lifejackets & Seago 150N & 175N Lifejackets
(Including Junior Lifejackets)

Some Mailspeed Charter Lifejackets & some Seago 150N & 175N Lifejackets may have a defect which could result in
serious injury.

The Lifejackets are marked with a manufacturer date in Roman numerals, for instance the last quarter of 2005 is
shown as 1V/05.

If you own a Mailspeed Charter Lifejacket or a Seago 150N or Seago 175N Lifejacket then please check the
manufacture date. The lifejackets in question were sold in chandlery shops, marine retail outlets & marine web sites
throughout the United Kingdom.

If you have an affected lifejacket then PLEASE STOP USING IT IMMEDIATELY. Please remove the gas cylinder
manually and return the lifejacket only to:

Seago Yachting Ltd,
Mullany Business Park,
Golden Cross,
Hailsham,

East Sussex,

BN27 3RP

with your full contact details for testing. Any faulty lifejackets will be replaced. Jackets which are tested and found not
to be faulty will be returned.

If you have any queries then please do not hesitate to contact Seago Yachting Ltd on 01825 873632.
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News

Govt thinks British
Waterways runs the
Thames!

You might think that concerned campaigners would be
pleased to receive a response from the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) regarding
their concerns for the future of the Thames. I'm sure
they were right up until they opened the envelope and
read the following:

"British Waterways own 57 houses [on the
Thames] and have 45 lock sites and some of the
houses are not located on the lockside."

"British Waterways will still provide the same
standard of service in managing weirs and water
levels that are an important part of flood risk
management on the Thames."

After the embarrassing gaff was spotted, Defra
responded by saying it was a clerical error and was not
spotted before the letters were sent out.

Corrected letters and an apology are being sent to all
concerned.

The Thames fight by the
lock keepers for their
houses is far from over

THOUGH the Environment Agency was forced to bend
to pressure with the selling-off of lock keepers houses
on the Thames, the fight is far from over, as the
agency have only put on hold for six months the
disposal or rental of houses pending a 'term and
conditions review'.

The decision came after MPs, and particularly Phil
Woolas, the Waterways Minister and lock keepers
wives met agency managers.

hoto: revor Palmer

A Thames lock this January -
Our informant, a lock keeper, who of course must
remain anonymous, said:

"Remember, the lock staff are 'gagged' so it was lock
keepers wives who met the agency on our behalf.

"The agency have put on hold for six months the
disposal or rental of houses pending a terms and
conditions review. (I think their arguments did not
impress the MP's) They then intend to continue with
the process of disposal, the feeling is they will use this
time to improve their disposal argument and offer a
sightly better pay and conditions package to push it
through. This would not be in anyone's interests.

"In short the fight goes on, following a meeting at the
Commons between MP's and agency managers, the
Reading MP and others criticised the agency for not
thinking through the implications of their proposals.
Shortly after that meeting another Early Day Motion
was proposed by an MP, so they were not impressed.
It would appear that the public, the staff and the MP's
can see the stupidity of the proposal, however its
instigators remain oblivious!"

A former Thames lock keeper's daughter, and now an
off-river lock keeper, Jan Feak, believes the agency
underestimates the amount of work that is provided by
lock keepers, remarking:

"I don’t see how they think they can provide a better, or
even comparable service. We've had overwhelming
public support. People like the reassuring presence of
the lock keepers. When | used to live on the riverside, |
saw the kind of problems they had to sort out."

Formidable campaigners

Reading MP Martin Salter relates that the lock
keepers’ wives were proving to be formidable
campaigners and he was impressed with the public’s
response, saying:

"I'm feeling increasingly confident that we can force the
Environment Agency to back down."

Phil Woolas, Minister of State for the Department of
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs had his own
concerns over the Environment Agency’'s plans,
remarking:

"I am concerned about the possible danger of not
having a permanent presence at these locks. It's my
job to find out and I've been taken by the strength of
feeling about this issue. It's something people are
clearly very concerned about."

For more information on the campaign to save the lock
houses, see
WwWw.saveourservice.org

Reproduced with the kind permission of www.narrowboatworld.com
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